MASTER’S PROGRAMME

Department of English Philology, Faculty of Philology

English Studies (Literature, Linguistics, Culture)
	Degree awarded
	Master in English Studies

	Language of instruction  
	English  

	Duration
	2 years

	Mode of study
	full-time

	ECTS
	120


The second-cycle interdisciplinary English Studies Programme covers three aspects of study: literatures written in the English language, English linguistics and culture of English-speaking countries, mainly the United Kingdom, Canada, USA and Ireland. The three components are interrelated; however, students are provided with an array of optional courses, which helps them narrow down their area of study to one aspect if they are inclined to do so. The programme is offered for those who have an interest in English culture, literature and language studies and have completed their first-cycle university studies.
The literary studies courses offer interactive lectures and seminars in British, American, Canadian, Irish, and post-colonial literature. The component of English linguistics includes an array of courses in contemporary linguistics: semantics, contrastive grammar, discourse analysis, corpus linguistics, cognitive linguistics, etc. Many of them include a contrastive parameter of study. The common area of interest shared by the literary and linguistics courses is cultural studies. 

The programme is taught in four semesters (the fourth semester being devoted entirely to research and Master’s thesis writing); it is completed by the viva of the Master’s thesis written under the supervision of a member of the academic staff of the Department. 
The academic year is divided into two semesters: 

· Autumn semester starts 1st September 
· Spring semester starts 5th February 
The basic aim of the programme offered at the Department of English Philology is to develop students’ critical and independent thinking and to improve decision making abilities, rather than to provide them with simple information and knowledge in the subjects studied. The courses are designed:

· to broaden students’ knowledge in the area of language, literature and culture studies; 

· to enhance students’ awareness of interdisciplinary approaches and critical interpretation of primary sources; 
· to provide students with an understanding of the everyday intellectual challenges of a multicultural society; 
· to prepare students for positions that require cross-cultural understanding; linguistic, and literary analysis skills; creativity, critical thinking, analytical skills and decision making ability.


The style of teaching/learning is focused on the dynamic roles of both teachers and learners: 
· interactive lectures, seminars, group work, case studies; 

· individual/team presentations; 

· thought-provoking and challenging assignments;
· ongoing assessment.
Course overview
The programme consists of compulsory courses and elective courses. Students will be offered a choice of optional subjects to meet their needs for specialization.
Course Structure:

	Course Type
	1st Semester
	2nd Semester
	3rd Semester
	4th Semester

	Compulsory Courses
	The Victorian Novel and its Contemporary Transformations

(6 ECTS)


	20th Century English Novel from Modernism to Post-postmodernism

(6 ECTS)
	Multiculturalism in Literature: Theory and Fiction
(6 ECTS)
	  Thesis            (30 ECTS)

	
	Cultural studies
(6 ECTS)
	Contrastive Grammar: modality

(7.5 ECTS)
	Cognitivism

(6 ECTS)
	

	
	Semantics and Pragmatics

(9 ECTS)
	Political discourse

(7.5 ECTS)
	Research/Field Work

(13.5 ECTS)
	

	Optional Courses
	2 courses 

(9 ECTS)
	2 courses 

(9 ECTS)
	1 course

(4.5 ECTS)
	

	
	Autumn
	Spring
	
	

	
	Fantasy, Myth and Fairytale in Contemporary British Fiction


	Modern Irish Literature in English
	Fantasy, Myth and Fairytale in Contemporary British Fiction


	

	
	LSP theory
	Canadian Studies
	LSP theory
	

	
	The Poetics of Postmodern Parody
	Media Studies and Text
	The Poetics of Postmodern Parody
	

	
	20th Century American Literature
	Verb Complementation: form and meaning 
	20th Century American Literature
	

	
	Postcolonial Studies and literature
	Historiographic Metafiction in English
	Postcolonial Studies and literature
	

	
	Verbal Categories
	Philosophy of Language
	Verbal Categories
	


Entrance requirements 

Applicants for this master's programme should have at least a Bachelor's degree or an equivalent in a field related to the desired Master's Degree. 

Applicants should have a good command of English. Applicants whose first language is not English are required to prove their English proficiency by submitting the results of one of the following tests and certificates:

· IELTS score: 6.5 
· TOEFL score: 560 (paper based) or 90 (iBT internet –based test) 
· CAE certificate (Cambridge Certificate in Advanced English) 

· CPE certificate (Cambridge Certificate of Proficiency)

· ALTE (Association of Language Testers in Europe)
Examination and assessment regulations

All courses are assessed by either a written examination or an extended essay.
To qualify for the award of the Master’s Degree in English Studies, candidates shall have passed all examinations and the viva voce of the Master’s thesis.

Graduation requirements
In order to obtain the Master's Degree in English Studies, all candidates must successfully complete 13 courses (8 compulsory courses: 54 ECTS and 5 optional courses: 22.5 ECTS)   Research/Field Work (13.5 ECTS), submit a Master’s thesis written under the supervision of a member of the academic staff of the Department which is followed by the viva voce examination.
Academic staff and their areas of research and interest
Prof. Aurelia Usoniene (Coordinator)
· Linguistics (contrastive syntax and semantics, epistemic modality, corpus linguistics)

Prof. Regina Rudaityte

· English literature, translation studies
Assoc.  prof.  Jone Grigaliuniene
· Corpus linguistics, philosophy of language
Assoc. prof. Inesa Seskauskiene

· Cognitive linguistics, academic discourse, LSP
Assoc. prof. Almantas Samalavicius

· Literary and cultural studies

Assist.  Jurate Butkute

· Irish studies

Assist.  Zarema Plaksij

· Media and cultural studies

Assist.  Birute Ryvityte

· Pragmatics, LSP

Assist.  Ruta Slapkauskaite

· American and Canadian studies

Application process
Applications can be obtained at the following address: http://www.vu.lt/en/studies/ 
http://www.vu.lt/en/studies/master_english/ 

Useful links:

http://www.vu.lt/en/admission/degree_studies/#Procedure 

http://www.urm.lt/index.php?482480766 

http://www.vilnius.lt/new/en/gidas.php
The deadline for application is: 

· 1 May 2008 for non-EU/EEA citizens

· 15 June 2008 for EU/EEA citizens 
for admission enquiries 

Ms Ingrida Kelpsaite
Admissions Officer
Office of International Programmes and Relations
Vilnius University
Universiteto Str. 3
01513 Vilnius, Lithuania
Tel. (370 5) 2687183, faks. (370 5) 2687069
E-mail: ingrida.kelpsaite@cr.vu.lt
for academic enquiries

Prof. Aurelia Usoniene

Programme coordinator

Department of English Philology

Faculty of Philology

Vilnius University 
Universiteto 5

LT-01513 Vilnius
Tel. (370 5) 2687228    

E-mail: aurelia@usonis.lt
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