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Abstract
This study investigates the acquisition of the Spanish subjunctive mood by Indian university students, focusing on the influence of prior linguistic knowledge. Although Hindi and Spanish are typologically distant, they share certain grammatical features, such as the subjunctive. The research examines whether familiarity with similar structures in Hindi facilitates learning in Spanish, and how knowledge of both Hindi (L1) and English (L2) impacts third language (L3) acquisition. Ninety Hindi-English bilinguals enrolled in undergraduate Spanish programmes across Indian universities completed an Acceptability Judgment Task (AJT) in both Hindi and Spanish. Data were analysed using a Cumulative Link Mixed Model. Results showed higher accuracy in the Hindi task compared to the Spanish AJT, suggesting limited facilitative transfer from L1 Hindi and possible negative transfer from L2 English. Spanish proficiency and metalinguistic awareness in the participants’ native language emerged as key predictors of performance. These findings offer partial support for the L2 Status Factor (L2SF), the Typological Proximity Model (TPM), and the Linguistic Proximity Model (LPM), contributing to ongoing discussions on cross-linguistic influence in multilingual contexts. This experimental evidence strengthens existing models of L3 acquisition by highlighting that, beyond typological proximity, factors such as language of instruction, proficiency level, and metalinguistic awareness play a crucial role in L3A.
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