Common Grammatical Features in Advanced L2 English Learner Writing

In the current paper, the use of B1, B2 and C1-level grammatical criterial features based on the English Profile list (Hawkins & Filipović, 2012) was investigated in L2 English learners’ essays from the International Corpus of Learner English (ICLE). The findings reveal notable differences and similarities in their frequency ranges, as well as in their lexical or syntactic patterns characteristic to Lithuanian and Russian advanced language users. Contrary to expectations, the quantitative analysis suggests that B1 and B2 features are predominant in both sub-corpora, with almost no occurrence of C1 grammatical structures. These findings add to a growing body of literature on the challenges proficient L2 learners face in meeting the criterion for grammatical range in CEFR descriptors (Council of Europe, 2020) for C1 level.
The higher utility of B2-level adverbial clauses employed by Lithuanians, as compared to Russian learners, is thus underlined as the pivotal characteristic distinguishing the structural tendencies in their written production. However, no significant differences were found in the use of infinitival clauses as their frequency was similar across groups. Both corpora demonstrated that the words such as easy, seem, and supposed were commonly integrated in B1-level structures, while difficult was preferred to construct B2-level infinitival clauses. These findings highlight shared developmental patterns in advanced L2 writing, suggesting that learners tend to rely on easily transferrable lexical and grammatical choices, with minor variations influenced by L1 transfer.
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